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HENRI MARIE DUBREIL ps PONTBRILLANT, 


Par la Miséricorde de Diew et la Grice du Saint Siege, Evéque de Québec, Conseiller du Roi en tous sr 
Conseils, au Clergé ct sus Fideles de notre Diocese, Salut ot Binédiction en Notre Seigneur J. C. 


Dz tous cdtés, Nos trés-chers Fréres, l?Ennemi fait des préparatifs 
immenses, ses forces au moins six fois supérieures aux notres se mettent déja en mou- 
vement; nos préparations sont plus lentes, le Fleuve est 4 peine entiérement navigable, 
les semailles qui pressent et qu’on ne sauroit faire avec trop de soin vous retiennent 
dans les Campagnes. Je défaut de vivres fait reculer les mouvements autant qu’il 
se peut. ‘Tout semble nous manquer a Ia fois, et jamais la Colonic ne s’est troue 
vée dans un état si critique et si dangereux. Jamais nous n’avons été si dépourvus, 
et menacés d’une maniére si vive, si universelle, si opiniatre. C’est véritablement 
aujourd’hui plus que jamais que nous devous dire que notre unique ressource est le 
secours puissant du Seigneur. Faites donc, Nos trés-chers Enfans, tous vos efforts 
pour le mériter, ou du moins pour n’y mettre pas d’obstacles, pour réussir, détruisez 
en vous tout ce qui peut déplaire a Notre Dieu. Ainsi c'est le péché qu’il faut 
expier et auquel il faut renoncer absolument. Notre conversion et celle des pécheurs 
et la persévérance des Justes est le grand objet qui doit d’abord nous occuper, per- 
suadés, que nous devons étre, que si nous recherchons véritablement le Seigneur 
notre Dieu, il se présentera 4 nous comme notre Souverain défenseur: Querile pri- 
mum Iegnum Dei et hec omnia adjicientur volis, 

A ces causes, Nous avons ordonné et ordonnons ce qui suit, le St, Nom de 
Dieu invoqué : 
1°. Dans ies Paroisses des Campazne le premier Dimanche de chaque mois il sera 
fait une Procession, sans porter le S$. Sucrement, A l’endroit et a l’heure quefchoisira 
chacun des Messieurs les Curés. Dans cette Procession on chantera les Litanies des 
Saints et le Pseaume Miserere mei, Deus, et immédiatement les Antiennes et Orai- 
sons ordinaires des Saluts. Le Prétre fera une Amende honorable au nom des pécheurs 
qu’on peut prendre dans le Rituel au Dimanche de fa Trinjté, page 429. 
2°, Tout Prétre Séculier ou Régulier ajoutera aux Oraisons de la Messe l’Qrai- 
gon du Missel Deus, refugiunt. 
3°. Dans toutes les Bénédictions du Saint Sacrement on chantera le trait Domine, 
mon secundum, avec les Versets et !’Oraison pour ta Rémission des péchés. 
Sera le présent Mandement lu et publié au Prone das Messes Paroissiales, le 
premier Dimanche aprés réception d’icelui. Donné a Québec, sous notre Seing et 
49 Sceau de nos Armes et la souscription de notre Secretaire. 


(Ainsi signé.) + H. M. Ev. os QUEBEC. 
Ces Priéres publiques dureront jusqu'au premier Octobre. 


Par Monsgicnevum, 
HUBERT, Praz. Sea. 
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THE FIRST PRINTING IN THE 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC 


3 1 HAS always been considered that print- 
; ing was introduced at Quebec in 1764 by 
William Brown, and a statement to this 
2 effect has been repeated again and again 
2&9 in publications making reference to early 
printing in Canada. Another statement which has been 
- given even wider currency is that the first printing in Mon- 
treal was done in 1776 by Fleury Mesplet, the French 
printer sent thither by the Continental Congress. 

But it now appears that there was some printing done 
at an earlier date in Quebec, and also, in all likelihood, at 
Montreal. The facts regarding this printing were brought 
out as early as 1895 by Philéas Gagnon, the enthusiastic 


collector of early Canadian imprints, but his notes were — 


buried among thousands of entries of no particular interest 
in the catalogue of his collection. Here they seem to have 
escaped notice by all writers on Canadian typographic his- 
tory, with one exception: a resident of Paris who referred 
to them in a volume printed and published in France. 

The evidence regarding an earlier press is in the highly 
satisfactory form of printing produced on it. During 1759 
Henri-Marie Dubreil de Pontbriand, Bishop of Quebec, 


[7] 


issued two communications, or mandements, addressed to 
the people who were spiritually under his charge. This was 
the year generally referred to as ‘‘the year of the stege,’’ 
and the French forces were in dire straits under attack by 
the English. 

These two communications are in the form of single 
sheets ot broadsides, printed on one side of the paper only, 
and are here shown, the first time, to the best of my knowl- 
edge, that both of them have been reproduced in facsimile. 
These precious items of Canadiana are now preserved in 
the Municipal Library of Montreal, which acquired the 
Gagnon collection, and they were photographed for me 
through the courtesy of M. Hector Garneau, the librarian 
of that institution. 

The first of the Pontbriand broadsides ts not dated, but 
we are able to establish a date by a careful analysis of the 
text. The communication is prefaced by a statement that 
the enemy, on all sides, is making vast preparations, and 
that its forces, ‘‘at least six times more numerous than our 
own,” are already on the move. The river, it is stated, 1s as 
yet scarcely navigable. Never has the colony found itself 
in a position so critical and dangerous. The only resource 
is the puissant aid of the Almighty, whose favour, under 
these circumstances, the people should do everything in 
their power to deserve. To this end various special rituals 
and devotions are prescribed, which are to be continued up 
until the first of October. In the subscription the commu- 
nication is noted as ‘‘Donné a Quebec,” but no specific date 
is indicated. 

The military history of the petiod indicates clearly that 
this must have been written early in 1759, and probably in 
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the month of April. From early in April to the first of 
Oétober (to which date it was specified that these devo- 
tions were to continue) would make a period of six months, 
which checks closely with the period between fixed dates 
of approximately seven months, specified for the devo- 
tions ordered in the second broadside. 

This evidence as to date, while to some degree citcum- 
stantial, is nevertheless sound, for we have at least three 
determinations by which to check the date assumed: polit- 
ical history, the reference to the season of the year, and 
the length of period during which the observances were 
to continue. This would be regarded by bibliographers as 
satisfactory evidence of date of authorship. | 

The second communication, likewise in broadside form, 
is, fortunately for our purposes, dated specifically at Mon- 
treal, October 28th, 1759. It deplores the sad situation in 
which the colony found itself at that time, but enjoins 
righteous conduct on the members of his flock. It exhorts 
them to memory of the sacrifices made by the gallant Mont- 
calm, his officers and soldiers, and members of the militia, 
and prescribes certain memorial services. 


We may now consider the date and place of printing of - 


these two broadsides, of such importance in Canadian 
printing history. Everything points to their issue as docu- 
ments of the moment, put into printed form to facilitate 
prompt citculation. But on what press could they have 
been printed? : 

Gagnon tells us that, on the occasion of a visit to the 
learned and venerable curé L. E. Bois at Maskinonge, a 
man well versed in Canadian history, he was permitted to 


look through Bois’ notebooks. Here he found record of the 
[9] 


fact that there had been printed in Canada, before the con- 
quest, certain mandements of the Bishop of Quebec, It was 
further recorded that these were printed on a press owned 
by the Bishop, which had been presented to him by the 
King of France. 

This equipment consisted, in all probability, of a very 
small hand-press with a limited supply of type. From ex- 
amination of the broadsides themselves, we find there was 
used a roman (apparently a twelve-point, ) which was accom- 
panied by italic and small capitals. There were evidently 
a few capitals of larger size, which were used for initial 
letters. There was a full selection of French accents, which 
would make likely a French source of type supply. 
~ In April, Pontbriand was making his headquarters at 
Quebec, and here must have been printed the first broad- 
side, Because of the military developments, he and mem- 
bers of his staff removed to Montreal the latter part of Sep- 
tember, and the second broadside was undoubtedly issued 
from that city. It is apparent, therefore, that he took the 
little press with him—a procedure not at all unlikely in view 
of the esteem in which the printing press has always been 
held as an agency for the propagation of religion. 

There was some printed paper money or bills of credit 
current at that period, which it seems likely were also pro- 
duced on the local press. 

We therefore have record of a press in Pontbriand’s pos- 
session and we have preserved specimens of his mandements 
in printed form. This evidence justifies us in stating that 
the first printing in the city of Quebec was done in or about 
the month of April, 1759, setting forward the date of 
known printing in that city by five years. We must also 
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Par la Miséricorde de Dieu ct la Grace du Saint Si‘ge, Evéque de Québec, Conseiller du Roi en tous ses 
Conseils, au Clergé Séculier et Régulier et 2 tous les Fideles de notre Diocese, Salut et Béinédiesion 
én Noire Seigneur J. C. 


I n’est personne parmi vous, Nos trés-chers Fréres, qui ne ressente 
la triste situation de cette Colonie, Heureux ceux qui, sans l‘attribuer faussement et 
témérairement aux causes secondes, y reconnoissent le Bras vengeur du, Seigneur et 
s’y soumettent amourevsement ; plus heureux ceux qui travaillent avec un saint zéle 
a détruire en eux-mémes et dans les autres les désordres que Nous vous avous, dans 
Vamertume de notre coeur, reprochés par notre dernier Mandement,, et qui dés lors 
nous faisgit craindre et presqu’annoncer ce que nous voyons!, Le mal est grand, nos 


trés-chers Fréres, Dieu seul peut y remédier; mais si chaque particulier ne reforme 


tutalement sa conduite, pourrions-nous raisonnablement espérer qu'il cessera de nous 
punii? Hélas nous le disons 4 tout le monde, nous le disons 4 tous les Etats, nous nous 
le disons 4 nous méme, nous le disons et nous ne pouvons, assez en gémir dans le 
secret et ‘dans le public. Les désordres, les injustices n’ont point cessé. L’infame 
passion de l'yvresse, lors méme que l’ennemi étoit 4 notre vue et menacoit de toutes 
parts, a fait de grands ravages, Que dirons-nous de ces discours injurieux contre ce 
qu’il ya de plus respectable et qui ne tendent qu’a l’indépendance, discours malheureue 
sement qui se répandent dans Ices Maisons tes plus chrétiennes qui autorisent les mure 
mures continuels des Peuples, et les artifices multipliés dont i's se servent pour ne pas 
éxécuter les Ordres? Voila, nos trés-chers Fréres, les sources principales de nos mal 
heuts. Si dans le cours de cet hyver elles ne sont point arrétées, si nous voyons 
comme ci-devant ces divertissements profanes, ces asseniblées dangereuses, ce peu de 
fidélité a sanctifier les Fétes et les Dimanches, nous avons tout 4 craindre, parce que 
nous irriterons de plus en plus le Seigneur; mais si vous revenez sincérement 4 lui, 
Nous vous le -promettons de sa part, il ne nous abandonnera certainement pas, et 
trouvera dans sa Toute puissance mille moyens de rétablir cette Colonie qui touche 
au dernier moment de sa ruine. Vos priéres alors lui seront agréables, et rien ne vous 
sera refusé. Vous n’y oublierez pas ceux qui se sont sacrifiés pour la détence de la 
Patrie: l’illustre Nom de Monrcatm, celui de tant d’Ofliciers’ respectables, ceux des 
Soldats et des Miliciens'‘ne sortiront point de votre mémoire. Par inclination, par 
devoir vous prierez avec ferveur pour le repos de leurs Ames. Les Riches ajouteront 
des Aumdénes abondantes. Les circonstances présentes éxigent qu’on retranche non 
seulement le superftu, mais encore l’utile méme, pour assister nos Fréres qui autrefois 
assistoient les autres, 
A ces causes, le St. Nom de. Drev invoqué, Nous avons ordonné et ordonnons 

ce qo suits 

1°. Tous les Prétres continueront de dire les Litanies de Ja Ste. Vierge Ala fin de 
toutes les basses Messes, sans tenir le Calice. 

2°. A toutes les Bénédictions du S. Sacrement, on contiouera de dire le Pseaume 
Miserere avec les Versets et Oraisons ordinaires, 

3°. Dans les Villes de Mont-réal et des Trois-Riviéres on fera deux Services solem- 
nels, le premier pour Mr. de Montca.s: et les Officiers, le second pour tous ceux 
qui sont morts dans la derniére campagne. Dans les autres Paroisses, Mrs. les Curés 
inviteront les Paroissiens 4 assister 4 une Messe ‘basse qu’ils célébreront 4 la méme 
intention. 

___Ces Prigres se continueront jusqu’au vingt et un de May, excepté le Temps de 
Piue, Sera le présent Mandement lu et publié le premier Dimanche aprés la recep- 
tion dicelui. Donné 4 Montréal sous notre Seing, le Sceau de nos Armes et la souse 
sription de notre Secretaire, ce vingt huit Octobre 1759. 


(Ainsi signe} t H. M. Ev. pz QUEBEC. 
Et plus bas, par Monseicyeur, 


HUBERT Secretaire. 


conclude that the first printing in Montreal was done in 
Oétober, 1759, likewise on the Pontbriand press, setting 
forward the date of known printing in that city by seven- 
teen years. 

Pontbriand issued other mandements during this period, 
the texts of which are known from manuscript records, 
some of which also may well have been printed. Perhaps a 
wider knowledge of the existence of this pioneer press of 
the Province of Quebec may serve to bring to light more 
of these precious broadsides. 


